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Why Evangelicals Believe 
In The Bodily Resurrection 


The resurrection of our Lord is one of the most 
clearly stated and most completely proven of all 
historical facts. It was the crowning fact of His 
redemptive work and on His resurrection we base 
our hope of immortality. 


With the great background of Scriptural record 
and the historic position of the Christian Church all 
so clearly combining to affirm the resurrection as 
the very key-stone of the faith we were astonished 
to recently read a statement made by a responsible 
Church leader to the effect that, “It is the funda- 
mentalists who have included the ‘bodily’ 
when referring to the resurrection.” 


word 


Believing in the fundamentals of the Christian 
faith, but disclaiming to be a professional funda- 
mentalist, the writer has spent considerable time in 
searching out just what has happened. 


It seems that from the dawn of the Christian era, 
all except the Sadducees and their lineal descen- 
dants, the Modernists, have believed in the bodily 
resurrection of our Lord. But, while Church history 
carries a cumulative weight with reference to doc- 
trine, the Christian faith is based on the Scriptural 
record and it is to that record that we turn. 


But, when one takes up the Bible one is over- 
whelmed by the evidence, for the evidence consists 
not only of clear and unequivocal statements, but 
also of internal and unstated evidences which would 
stand the test of any jury of unprejudiced minds. 


Before we take up the affirmations of our Lord’s 
bodily resurrection, let us consider some interesting 
things about the records which we have. In the 
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tour Gospels we have four separate and independent 
accounts of the resurrection. On the surface there 
appear to be discrepancies but these discrepancies 
disappear on careful study. Obviously these four 
records are not the result of collusion for they are 
independent and supplemental, the one to the other. 


Also, the records bear every indication of being 
derived from eyewitnesses. Furthermore, they are 
natural and simple and again and again they unin- 
tentionally show their truthfulness by the artless 
way they give details showing the surprise and in- 
credulity of some of the witnesses. 


The record in the Acts shows that the message 
of the bodily resurrection of our Lord was the theme 
of the Spirit filled and directed apostles. ‘They laid 
down their lives for this doctrine; their day of rest 
was changed because of it; they were themselves 
morally transformed and the hope of immortality, 
inherent in the resurrection, was the theme of those 
who immediately took up the task and the message 
of the evangel. 


But, to return now to the Scriptural record. Let 
us examine only a part; some of those verses which 
can by no possible stretch of the imagination be 
spiritualized so as to distort their meaning. Remem- 
ber, we are speaking of the bodily resurrection of 
our Lord: 


“And be hold, he goeth be fore you into Galilee; 
there shall ye see him” . ‘And they came and 


held him by the feet, and worshipped him.” Matt. 
28:7, 9. 


What did they see, if not a body? What feet did 
they hold, if not those of His resurrected body? 


“There shall ye see him, as he said unto you.” 


Mark 16:7. 


“Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as they 
sat at meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief 
and hardness of heart, because they believed not 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





i i M2 mt 








a NN 








them which had seen him after he was risen.”’” Mark 


16:14. 


People see actual bodies. It was the body of our 
Lord which appeared to the eleven and it was 
failure to believe this fact which brought censure 
from Him. 


“Now upon the first day of the week, very early 
n the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bring- 
ing the spices which they had prepared, and certain 
others with them. And they found the stone rolled 


? 


away from the sepulchre.” Luke 24: 2, 3. 


’ 


What had disappeared? It was the body of our 
Lord. 


“And they drew nigh unto the village, whither 
they went: and he made as though he would have 
gone further. But they constrained him, 
A bide with us: for it is toward evening, and the day 
is far spent. And he went in to tarry with them. 
And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, 
he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave 
to them.” “And as they thus spake, Jesus 
himself stood in the midst of them, and saith unto 
them, Peace be unto you. But they were terrified 
and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a 
spirit.” . “Behold my hands and my feet, 
that it is I myself: handle me, and see: for a spirit 
hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have, And 
when he had thus spoken, he shewed them his hands 
and his feet.” . “And they gave him a piece 
of broiled fish and of an honeycomb. And he took 
it, and did eat before them.” .... And he led 
them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his 
hands, and blessed them.’ Luke 24: 28-30; 36-37; 
39-40; 42-43; 50. 


saying, 


To assert that this record speaks unequivocally 
of a risen Lord, with a living body seems super- 
fluous. And when our Lord said, “Behold my hands 
and my feet, that it is | myself: handle me, and see; 
for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me 
have,’ it would seem all that is necessary to 
vince anyone. 


con- 


But we have further proof. 

“And when she had thus said, she turned herself 
back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it 
was Jesus.” John 20:14. 


Mary saw a man she did not recognize — she 
thought he was the gardener — but she saw a per- 
son, a living body, a body she started to touch. 


“Then the same day at evening, being the first 
day of the week, when the doors were shut where 


the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews, 
came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto 
them, Peace be unto you. And when he had so said, 
he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then 
were the disciples glad, when they saw the Lord.” 
jee “Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither 
thy finger, and behold my hands; and reach hither 
thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not 
faithless, but believing.” .... “Jesus saith unto 
him, Thomas, because thou hast seen me, thou hast 
believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and 
yet have believed. And many other signs truly did 
Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book.” John: 19-20; 27, 29, and 30. 


Here we have the record of a risen, bodily pres- 
ence and in John 21:13, 14—‘Jesus then cometh, 
and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish like- 
wise. This is now the third time that Jesus shewed 
himself to his disciples, after that he was risen from 
the dead” we have the same. 


“To whom also he shewed himself alive after his 
passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them 
forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to 
the Kingdom of God.” Acts 1:3. 


The risen Saviour showed Himself alive, in His 
body and in verse 9, “dnd when he had spoken 
these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; 
and a cloud received him out of their sight. He left 
them with a visible body. 


“Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand 
ye here gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so 
come in like manner as ye have seen him go into 


heaven.” Acts 1:11. 


Some day we too shall see His glorious body and 
with our own glorified and transformed bodies 
stand in His presence. 


Finally. It is obvious that our Lord’s resurrection 
body was changed in some ways. His disciples, for 
some reason, did not recognize Him. But, the 
wounds of the nails and of the spear were there. He 
ate in their presence. He passed through solid ob- 
jects at will, but He declared that He had flesh 
and bones, 


Our Catechism declares that He arose from the 
dead “having the very same body with which He 
suffered” and this is, of course, based on the Scrip- 
tures. 


It seems passing strange that in our time it should 
be necessary to reaffirm these great Christian doc- 





N. C. 
Appress CHANGE: 


three weeks after change if not sent in advance. When possible, 





The Southern Presbyterian Journal, a Presbyterian weekly magazir levoted tatement, defense and propagation of 
the Gospel, the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints, published every Wednesday by The Southern Presby- 
terian J i I Weaverville, n < 

Entered a i-class matter May 15, 1942, at the Postoffice at Weaverville, N. C., under the Act of March 3, 1879. 
Vol. XIII, N 22, September 29, 1954. Editorial and Business Offices: Weaverville, N. C. Printed in the U.S.A. by Biltmore 


When changing address, please let us have | 





th ind new address 


as far in advance as possible. Allow 
your old address. 


“nd address label giving 








SEPTEMBER 29, 1954 


PAGE 3 








trines within the Church. But it is a demonstrable 
fact that there are some who have cut loose from 
faith in the divinely inspired record and who either 
deny or explain away doctrines and truths which 
are an essential part of the Christian faith. 


“Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I my- 
self: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh 
and bones, as ye see me have.” 


Yes, the evangelical believes in the BODILY resur- 
rection of our Lord, and in that resurrection and 
its resulting hope he affirms with Job: 


“For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that 
he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth:” 
weeeee Whom I shall see for myself, and mine 
eyes shall behold, and not another” . . . Job 19:25 


ay are PY 


27. —L.N.B. 





“The Radical Principles” 


Some of our friends have not understood our 
recent editorial on this theme because of a misprint 
as to the page reference. The 1954 Plan of Union 
sets forth “the radical principles” of Presbyterian 
Church Government and discipline at the beginning 
of chapter V of the Form of Government found on 
page 122 (not page 22). 


These radical principles are further defined as 
having the primary meaning of “basic and funda- 
mental.” It is alleged that they were adopted about 
(circa) 1793 by the General Assembly. A study of 
the sundry editions of the Plan of Union shows 
that these radical principles were not in the text of 
the 1943 or the 1947 Plans but appeared there only 
as footnotes. They are likewise only a footnote in 
the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church, USA. 
The “circa 1793” indicates that there is no docu- 
mentary record of the adoption of these radical 
principles even by a General Assembly. 


One may well ask, why are they exalted from a 
footnote to the place of primacy in Church Govern- 
ment? As a footnote, they have never received the 
requisite votes of the USA Presbyteries in order 
to become a part of the Form of Government. The 
Drafting Committee is exercising great authority 
in putting into the Form of Government, and in 
making the head of the corner, what has never been 
a part of the constitution of any one of the uniting 


bodies. 


Again, a study of the Minutes of the USA As- 
sembly of 1953 shows that even the USA Church 
has begun to see the fateful implications of majority 
rule and warns that the majority has not the right 
to do its own wish but is to do the will of God. At 
the same time that the USA Assembly of 1953 was 
asking for such limitation on the radical principles, 
our US Assembly of 1953 was asking the inclusion 
in the Plan of Union of the Kingship of Christ 
which would have given that limitation on majority 


rule that the 1953 USA Assembly was seeking. Had 
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the 1954 Plan of Union been sensitive to the 1953 
Assemblies of the two larger churches contemplat- 
ing union, they would not have made these radical 
principles the head of the corner in Church Govern- 
ment, but would have supplanted them with the 
substance of the teaching of our Presbyterian (U.S. 
Book of Church Order on the Kingship of Christ 


In our Book there is, of course, a place to count 
noses; but it is not “fundamental,” “basic,” or 
“radical.” It is very much subordinate to the King- 
ship of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are to count 
noses not as to our will, but as to the meaning and 
application of His Word. He is the sole Lawgiver 
and He governs by His Word and Spirit through 
the ministry of men—where majorities are to be 
counted. The radical principles are eighteenth cen- 
tury rationalism; the Kingship of Christ is Biblical. 
To accept these radical principles as basic and funda- 
mental is to sell our birthright for a mess of demo- 
cratic humanism. The Lorp is our judge; the Lorp 
is our Lawgiver; the Lorp is our King—and He 
will save us (Is. 33:22) from the reign of these 
radical principles. —W.C.R. 





“The Pause That 
Refreshes” — Really! 


It may be of interest to our readers to know that 
their JOURNAL comes to them out of editorial rooms 
throbbing with activity. The office force consists 
of one bookkeeper, three stenographers, three typists, 
an editor-in-chief and an assistant editor. If you 
should drop in here for a visit some morning you 
would likely hear six typewriters all going at one 
time — possibly seven, for the bookkeeper often 
makes use of a typewriter, too. 


But it may be of still greater interest to you to 
know that every morning at ten o'clock an alarm 
clock rings; there is a little shuffling of chairs, some 
footsteps and the force gathers in one room for 
prayer. There is a sudden cessation of typing clat- 
ter and all is still and quiet, while during ten min- 
utes there are a few verses of Scripture read, fol- 
lowed by a prayer of thanksgiving and praise, and 
for guidance and patience and wisdom; for personal 
needs, for the Journal’s mission; for our readers, 
our supporters, our contributors, and for our be- 
loved Church, It is wonderful how this brief pause 
in the morning hour stimulates and stabilizes the 
day’s work; how it infiltrates the atmosphere with 
a sense of God’s Presence, and of fellowship and 
comradeship in a great cause. It both dignifies and 
glorifies even the smallest detail of the day’s duties. 


Of the many ingenius gadgets in a car, one is the 
automobile clock that works by an electric impulse. 
It is only wound to run a little more than three 
minutes, but a few seconds before it might stop, it 
automatically touches the battery, and that instant 
touch gives it electric power to run the next three 
minutes, when the battery is touched again, and so 
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on the modest little clock holds its hands before its 
face and faithfully records the passage of time. 


It is the type of a worker who realizes that it is 
only by the strength which God imparts can the 
task be performed at its best—perhaps only at all 
—and uses the high privilege of instant access at 
all times to that Power. 


“From strength to strength.” —W.CSS. 


From Man To God 


The opening address of the World Council was 
delivered by Bishop Oxnam August 15th in the 
First Methodist Church of Evanston on the theme, 
“We intend to stay together.” At that time it was 
expected that the Second Assembly would add to 
this slogan, “We intend to grow together.” But 
the humanistic tenor of Oxnam’s message became 
evident; therefore in the final message delivered in 
the same sanctuary August 3lst, Archbishop Burg- 
grav of Norway stressed instead the work of God 
Who alone gives us growth, as the address herewith 
appended shows (Reported by W.C.R.): 


FROM MAN TO GOD 


Sermon on Epistle to Ephesians 4:11-16 





By Bishop Eivind Berggrav 
President of World Council 


Some time Primate of Norway 


“And his gifts were that some should be apostles, 
some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and 
teachers, for the equipment of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ, until all attain to the unity of the faith and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature man- 
hood, to the measure of the stature of the fulness 
of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, 
tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the cunning of men, by their crafti- 
ness in deceitful wiles. Rather, speaking the truth 
in love, we are to grow up in every way into him 
who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole 
body, joined and knit together by every joint with 
which it is supplied, when each part is working 
properly, makes bodily growth and upbuilds itself 
in love.” 


That little word “until”—did you notice it? 
“Until we all attain the unity of the faith.” 


There is always an “until” when God is working 
through men at his aims. “When the time had fully 
come,” God acted himself. God always does. 


This word until is written also over the future 
of the ecumenical movement. None of us started it, 
none of us made it grow. On the contrary, we our- 
selves are those who are to grow. In the wording of 
St. Paul: “We are to grow up in every way to him 
who is the head.” Growth is always dependent on 
God. We can’t add one cubit to our stature. (Mt. 
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6:27). All growth is a process, more akin to crea- 
tion than to fabrication. 


Many of us therefore liked the official name 
which our Council had before the Amsterdam As- 
sembly. The name was: “The World Council of 
Churches in process of formation.” As a matter of 
fact, it did not stop being a process after its con- 
stitution in 1948, and never will. It is true, that we 
are in a process, it is not true that we ourselves are 
producing a movement. 


You can’t hurry a process of this kind of mechan- 
ical means. You can not hurry the process which 
shall make us one family of Christian Churches, 
not by means of resolution or of declarations. Every 
gardener knows that he must have patience, and 
those working in God’s vineyard certainly always 
needed it. 


A gardener can have patience because he knows 
that the growth is directed until the harvest is ripe. 
Our text reveals to us the direction of our growth. 
It is up to him who is the head that we shall grow. 


In spite of everything the gardener sometimes 
may become impatient, and so do we too. There is 
a holy impatience, such as in the prayer for the 
Kingdom of God. But there is also another sort, 
a sentimental impatience such as when you and I 
feel the other ones are too slow in their moves. 
Yes, there are people who simply get angry with 
the Christian Churches because the churches are not 
prepared to unite now and on the spot. These peo- 
ple ask: Why couldn’t they? 


The answer to all sentimental impatience has to 
be that the growth is up to God and will be com- 
pleted in His time. We do not determine the tim- 
ing of God’s process. 


Days may even be ahead of us when people shall 
be inclined to feel that the ecumenical movement is 
getting what we in the Northern World call a 
frosty night, threatening to kill the faint plant. Cer- 
tainly, we shall not always have the impression 
that our movement has wind in its sails—like it 
looks today. 


As sure as a movement is of God, there certainly 
shall also be enemies. Not only opposers, but powers 
of evil striking blows upon it. In such days the call 
for endurance in patience shall reach our ears from 
the voice in Holy Scripture, remember: “until.” 


Don’t then be anxious about your life, World 
Council of Churches! If the leaven is of God, be 
sure that He himself will guard and direct it until 
“all of it is leavened” (Mt. 13:33). 


Certainly God needs our imagination and our 
enthusiasm to get us on the move from a stiffened 
status quo, but sure it can never be our dreams or 
phantasies which give growth, no, nothing the like! 
But enly full commitment every new day to God’s 
will, faith, hope and love in and from Jesus Christ. 
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I have frankly to confess that I myself have 
often been impatient because the progress toward 
the only family of Christian Churches in the world 
was so unduly delayed by what I proved as too 
cautious Christians. I know now that this feeling 
arose out of lack in absolute commitment to God’s 
will. God does not want “ecumeniacs” but faithful 
followers, eagerly expectant, enduring in_ holy 
patience. 

There is as well no promise for us to become 
satisfied and happy because our aspirations seem to 
come true! But we are fully in accord with Christ 
when we are filled with gratitude where under God 
we may believe that He himself did stir up this 
process of growth. Many of us have felt this grati- 
tude here in Evanston. If I go back to Amsterdam, 
I become ashamed of myself. God did not take 
directions from us, but He acted in His own way, 
and we become filled with thanksgiving for the 
growth that has taken place. It awakens in me the 
steadfast hope that God still has greater things in 
store, until—. To be under God’s will until is our 
burden and our privilege. 


God did give us no big results to be proud of. 
God has good reasons not to like our pride about 
results. But something important has changed, 
there is a new start before us, and we know for 
certain that our growth shall be up to him who is 
the head also of His Christian family of Churches 
on earth. 





“A Christian And 
A Gentleman” 


Unfortunately, the words Christian and gentle- 
man are not synonymous. We have known non- 
Christians who had all of the social graces, per- 
sonal manners and attitudes to others which we 
associate with being a gentleman. 

We have also known Christians who were woe- 
fully lacking in conduct and attitudes towards 
others. Tragic, but a fact nevertheless. 


But, the ideal Christian should be both a 
Christian and a gentleman. This refers to habits, 
demeanor, attitudes to others, consideration, polite- 
ness and those multiplied evidences of the indwelling 
Christ which set an individual apart from people 
of the world. 


There is something definitely wrong when non- 
Christians show considerations for their fellow men 
which are lacking in those who profess the name of 


Christ. 


Unbelievers are watching us at times when we 
never dream that they are doing so. Control of 
temper when provoked; kindness and consideration 
extended even to the unlovely and trying; all of 
these and many other things can contribute to one’s 
Christian testimony. 


Let us all try to honor our Lord by being gentle- 
men as well as Christians. —L.N.B. 


PAGE 6 


The Word Of God 
By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


Professor of Philosophy in Butler University 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


Editor's Note: This is the first of a series of 
articles which Dr. Clark has written for this Jour 
nal. We are grateful to Dr. Clark, who is professor 
of Philosophy at Butler University, for this valuabl; 
and constructive presentation of truths so important 
in these days. 


When the Reformers of the sixteenth century 
proposed to establish a church and order their own 
lives in a manner pleasing to God, they were forced 
to consider what God’s requirements are. They 
needed a rule of faith and practice. In the Roman 
church tradition as well as the Scriptures was ac- 
cepted as such a rule, and in actuality superseded 
and contradicted them. At the same time there were 
mystics and visionaries who claimed that God 
spoke to them directly. The rule of faith which the 
Reformers acknowledged was the Scriptures alone. 
Their views were summarized in the Westminster 
Confession and Catechisms. Two quotations follow: 


Art. I, Sec. 10. “The supreme Judge, by which 
all controversies of religion are to be determined, 
and all decrees of councils, opinions of ancient writ- 
ers, doctrines of men, and private spirits, are to be 
examined, and in whose sentence we are to rest, can 
be no other than the Holy Spirit speaking in the 
Scripture.” 


Shorter Catechism: “Q. 2. What rule hath God 
given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy 
him ? 


“A. The word of God, which is contained in the 
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, is the 
only rule to direct us how We may glorify and en- 
joy him.” 


Since the Roman church still exists, and since 
there are still those who claim private guidance and 
revelation, the Westminster standards are as timely 
today as they ever were. Sermons and Sunday 
School lessons should constantly refer to them. 


With the introduction of modernism into our 
churches in the nineteenth century and with the 
coming of neo-orthodoxy in the twentieth, an ap- 
pearance of loyalty to the Bible and to the Con- 
fession has been attempted by emphasizing certain 
words in the standards, by failing to mention others, 
and by misinterpreting the whole. Thus unbeliev- 
ing ministers made the double claim that they them- 
selves accepted the Confession as originally intend- 
ed, while the fundamentalists were inventing theo- 
ries never before heard of. 


Against the fundamentalists, who insisted on the 
inerrancy of the Bible, the modernists asserted that 
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the Confession does not say that the Bible is in- 

rant. And neo-orthodoxy loudly insists that the 
word of God is found in the Bible, perhaps only in 
the Bible, but that not everything in the Bible is 
‘rue. They could even point to the catechism as 
ioted above. “Does it not say that the word of 
(Jod is contained in the Scriptures? Somewhere, but 
not everywhere, between Genesis and Revelation, 
the word of God is to be found.” This is their con- 
tention. But if now we wish to know whether or 
not this was the view of the Reformers, whether or 
not this is the position of the Presbyterian standards, 
and whether or not it is the teaching of the Scrip- 
tures themselves, which the standards summarize, 
we need only read other parts of the Confession. 
Quotations will not be multiplied here because the 
reader should examine the Confession for himself. 


Article I, Section 1, says that at sundry times 
the Lord revealed his will to the prophets; after- 
wards, for the better preserving of the truth, it 
pleased the Lord to commit these revelations wholly 
unto writing. In this committal, may we ask, did it 
please the Lord to mix in some error with the 
truth he intended to preserve? 


Section 4+ says that the authority for which the 
Scriptures should be believed depends wholly on 
God, who is truth itself and the author of the 
books; therefore the sixty-six books itemized in 
Section 2 are to be received because they are the 
word of God. Here it is to be noted that the au- 
thority of God attaches to all the Scriptures, not 
to a part only. Scripture has been defined as the 
sixty-six books, and God is declared to be the author 
of them all. God is truth itself, and the Scripture 
not merely contains but is the word of God. 


Section 5 even uses the word infallible. It says 
that our full assurance of the infallibile truth and 
divine authority of these books is the work of the 
Holy Spirit. Can there be error in infallible truth? 
To the same end Section 9 teaches that the infallible 
rule of interpretation of Scripture is the Scripture 
itself. 


Can it now be maintained that the Presbyterian 
standards admit the existence of error, of mistakes, 
of false teaching in the Bible? And if not, what can 
be thought of Presbyterian ministers who do not be- 
lieve in the full truthfulness of the Scriptures? 
Though they may believe that the word of God is to 
be found somewhere in the Bible, and perhaps only 
in the Bible, yet what can their ordination vows 
have meant to them, if they reject the very basis on 
which all the remainder of the Confession rests? 


For those of us who believe the Bible, the Con- 
fession can supply an invaluable introduction to its 
main doctrines. Growth in grace will follow upon 
a careful study of the Confession as we compare its 
statements with the Biblical passages which it com- 
bines and summarizes. Let us not neglect this ex- 
cellent document. 
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“Above The Issue of Organic 
Union ... The Battle 
for Truth” 


By Rev. Robert Henderson, 
Raleigh, N. C. 


Amid the din of our present unfortunate 
controversy concerning organic union with other 
Presbyterian bodies, it has been very easy to fail to 
recognize that transcending and far more crucial 
conflict, namely the conflict over Truth, God’s au- 
thoritative and infallible Word of Truth. This 
conflict has raged from the very beginning, since 
the very time when the Serpent challenged the 
authority of God’s Word in the garden .. . “Yea, 
hath God said ?” 


Calvin found himself facing the same conflict 
and though he did not relish the prospect of open 
disagreement and opposition to the stated leaders 
of the church, he came to this conclusion: “They 
charged me with two of the worst crimes—heresy 
and schism. And the heresy was, that I dared to 
protest against dogmas which they received. But 
what could I have done? I heard from Thy mouth 
that there was no other light of truth which could 
direct our souls into the way of life, than that 
which was (arrived at) by Thy Word. I heard 
that whatever human minds of themselves conceive 
concerning Thy Majesty, the worship of Thy Deity, 
and the mysteries of Thy religion, was vanity. I 
heard that their introducing into the church instead 
of Thy Word, doctrines sprung from the human 
brain, was sacrilegious presumption. But when I 
turned my eyes toward men, I saw very different 
principles prevailing. Those who were regarded as 
the leaders of faith neither understood Thy Word, 
nor greatly cared for it.” (from Letter to Cardinal 
Sadolet ). 


It is a clever tactic of the devil, that great arch 
enemy of Christ and all His people, to so confuse 
the issue that energy is used tilting at windmills, 
while he continues his pernicious work of render- 
ing the church impotent. Now even though we 
know by the promise of Christ (Matt. 16:18) that 
the devil shall not ultimately succeed, nevertheless 
he does make onslaughts that accomplish temporary 
victories. It is in the light of this fact that God has 
called us to be sober and vigilant and be aware of 
the conflict that rages around the proclamation of 
His redemptive truth. 


So, even though we are at this moment preoccu- 
pied with the issue of organic union and the adverse 
consequences of that eventuality, we should not 
overlook the fact that it only betrays a much deeper 
problem in our denomination — a doctrinal and 
theological weakness. We profess to be a church 
that holds that the “Reformed Faith” is a correct 
setting forth of Biblical truth. Thus we are called 
a “Reformed” denomination, The term “reformed” 
stems from the fact that our Calvinistic forebears 
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made a diligent attempt to reform doctrine and 
worship according to the Bible which they held to 
be God’s infallible rule of faith and practice. What 
is that battle that rages? Look about, if you please. 
On the popular front is the attack of neo-orthodoxy 
and who has lifted a voice against it? The error 
has permeated our seminaries, our denominational 
literature, and our pulpits and few know enough to 
discern its insidious influence. 


Not only so but there lingers here and there the 
influence of the semi-Pelagians of centuries ago 
among some groups of evangelicals which teach 
that there is that particular place in the order of 
salvation where man determines whether or not he 
will believe and where God is not sovereign. 


Liberalism though thoroughly refuted is not dead. 
Many today lean on the time worn arguments of 
Ritschl and Troelsch of 75 years ago. No less dead- 
ening is a carnal adherence to an orthodox creed— 
allegiance to a body of doctrine, not because it is 
God’s redemptive truth revealed to us, but because 
“T” happen to prefer it. Yes from many quarters 
and schools of thought come the inevitable attacks 
upon God’s revealed truth which alone is able to 
save men’s souls. Spurgeon once commented that he 
was confident of the fact that if God’s truth would 
not save men, certainly men’s lies could not. 


In the days when battles were fought by foot 
soldiers and horsemen a very important piece of 
equipment in any engagement was the Standard. 
When the heat of battle raged and army mingled 
with army in mortal conflict and the churning mass 
of soldiers was locked in combat, the soldier always 
knew that somewhere he could look up and see the 
standard of his king and have the assurance that 
there his army was rallying. We stand today in the 
Southern Presbyterian Church in need of an un- 
mistakable Standard, and a Standard which holds 
the mark of God’s authority. It needs to be lifted 
high for all men to see. It needs to have written 
across its folds ‘““Thus saith the Lord.” It needs 
mighty men of valor to rally about it and to give 
themselves to the cause of defending it and bearing 
it on until all of God’s elect have come under its 
sway. 


This battle according to our Lord is not for 
lovers of ease and lovers of self. It calls for men of 
boldness and godliness to rise to the conflict. It calls 
for men who are willing to labor night and day with 
tears to see God’s redemptive purpose wrought out 
in the lives of men. It calls for men in whose hearts 
is the grace of God, to rise by prayer, by Biblical 
scholarship, by bold preaching to raise God’s stan- 
dard of truth out of the mire of unbelief and sub- 
jective speculation and bear it aloft for all to see 
and know that the Lord reigneth, and has spoken, 
and that His word stands eternal and infallible. 
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Positive or Negative? 
Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D. 


In the matter of the socalled union with the 
U. S. A. church our General Assembly has maneu- 
vered those of us who favor the continuation of the 
Southern Presbyterian church into a position where 
we will have to vote “No!” on the categorical ques- 
tion. In some quarters we are the “opposition par- 
ty,” whose chief function is to find fault with the 
other side. In some quarters in our own church the 
students are taught that the chief characteristic of 
the Southern Presbyterian church is its ‘‘contrari- 
ness,’ that it is like the prodigal hanging around 
the pig pen and it should do a lot of repenting and 
come back home, to “the mother church.” The U. 
S. A. church is not the mother church. We never 
belonged to it nor could we have separated from it. 
We were separated from the Old School body in 
the North which was as sound as we were, and as 
honest as we were, for they never tried to take our 
property in 1861. The U. S. A. church was formed 
in 1869—eight years later by the union of the New 
School body in the North which outnumbered the 
Old School about 3 to 2. Then they discovered, in 
their imagination, that the property did not belong 
to the individual church but to the denomination— 
they tried to take the property in the Synods of 
Kentucky and Missouri. They wrecked the Cumber- 
land church and called it Presbyterianism. The 
U.S. A. church is one for which we are in no sense 
responsible and one over which we can certainly 
have no control. 


The Southern Presbyterian church has a right to 
exist for the reason it stands for some things that 
are important and distinctive: 


1. It stands for the old school interpretation of 
the Word of God and our Confession of Faith and 
Catechisms of our church, which is to be inter- 
preted “in the plain and obvious meaning of the 
words,” or in other words, they say what they mean 
and mean what they say. 


2. It stands for the Scriptural form of church 
Government. Christ and He alone is the Great King 
and Head of the church, who governs it by His 
Word and Spirit. On the human side “the govern- 
ment arises from the consent of the governed.” The 
words bishop and presbyter are used interchange- 
ably in the New Testament—one emphasizes the 
“spiritual oversight’ and the other the ruling of 
the church. There are two classes of Elders, those 
who rule well and those who in addition to ruling 
“labor in the word and doctrine.” In other words 
we have teaching elders and ruling elders—all 
elected by the people. These have equal authority 
and honor in all the courts of the church. Under 
the Great King and Head of the church our gov- 
ernment, under the guidance of His Word and 
Spirit, is a representative form and is close to the 
people. We take orders from no earthly potentate 
but from King Jesus. 
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3. The Deacons are the chosen and ordained 
representatives of the local church. ‘They shall 
have care of the property of the congregation, both 
real and personal, and shall keep in proper repair 
the church edifice and other buildings belonging to 
the congregation.” Book of Church Order, chapter 
XI, paragraph 45. Since our church was organized 
in 1861, it has been our policy to distribute respon- 
sibility for all our educational institutions, orphan- 
ages, homes, etc., to the lower levels of Synods, 
Presbyteries, Sessions and congregations — thus 
keeping our government close to the people—rather 
than centralizing in the General Assembly to be 
ruled by self appointed autocrats who manage to 
keep themselves in office where they can “lord it 
over God’s heritage.” 


4. Our church stands for the spiritual mission of 
the church, and does not “intermeddle with affairs 
that affect the commonwealth.” This is in our con- 
stitution. There are three leading ministers in the 
U.S. A. church who signed our Confession of Faith, 
as all the officers in the Presbyterian church did, 
but they are in politics. 


a. Dr. Eugene Blake is, or has been appearing, 
before a Congressional committee to represent the 
U. S. A. church on F. E. P. C. legislation as in- 
iquitous a piece of legislation as was ever conceived 
in the mind of a Pendergast politician, who knew, 
as well as he was living, that no Congress would 
ever pass such a law, no Supreme Court would 
ever approve it, and no jury would ever enforce it, 
but it would get him a few votes to advocate it. 
Dr. Blake is Stated Clerk and the only permanent 
officer in the General Assembly, and speaks for the 
Assembly. 


b. Dr. John Mackay, a recent Moderator, Presi- 
dent of Princeton Seminary, that until recent years 
was an old school Seminary and a stronghold of 
orthodoxy, was accused by Attorney General Tom 
Clark for being connected or affiliated with ten 
different subversive organizations. In some cases he 
defends communism against the capitalistic system. 

c. Henry Sloan Coffin another recent Moderator 
once defied the General Assembly when they order- 
ed New York Presbytery to try over Van Dusen 
because he did not believe in the Virgin Birth of 
Christ. He said “the Presbytery of New York will 
not do it.’”” New York is a rich Presbytery—made 
rich to some extent by Southern men going to New 
York and getting rich. Riches “cover multitudes of 
sins.” He was one of the leading men in the Au- 
burn Affirmation, and afterwards rewarded as 
Moderator of the General Assembly. Six or eight 
years ago he was the author of the resolution ap- 
proved by the Federal Council, by the U. S. A. 
church, and again by the World Council, that 
“Segregation is unnecessary, undesirable, unChris- 
tian and a violation of the law of human love and 
brotherhood . . . and we must work for a non- 
segregated community, a non-segregated society, and 
a non-segregated church.” If and when we vote 
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for union, “Yes!” this is what we will be voting 
for, for it is all wrapped up in the same package. 
These are the present leaders in the U. S. A. church 
and they are in politics “up to their ears” in the 
name of Him who said “my kingdom is not of this 
world.” Let others do as they may but I am not 
following any such leadership. 


5. Our church stands for the purity and integrity 
of the White man of North America upon whose 
shoulders are laid the burdens of the world. He 
cannot fulfill his destiny nor meet the fearful re- 
sponsibilities except by remaining white as God 
made him and intended him to be. There is only 
one way he can do it and that is by jealously guard- 
ing his young people during the period of youth 
and adolescence so that they will marry and inter- 
marry among the people of Anglo Saxon origin. In 
doing this he will accord to all other races the 
right to maintain the purity and integrity of their 


own race, as God made them and intended them to 
be. 








Free Churches And 
Christian Unity 


By Marion John Bradshaw 


Reviewed by Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D., 
Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, 
Florence, South Carolina 


The Beacon Press, Boston, Mass. ($3.50) 








“Indeed, when the unifiers become especially dog- 
matic, that is time to recall that if unity is the chief 
Christian good, then Jesus was one of the poorest 
representatives His religion ever had. For Jesus 
interpreted His mission not as attaining an ecclesi- 
astical unity, but as showing men for what they 
ought to fight, and how.” (p. 40). 


These words from Marion Bradshaw’s critical 
study of the whole ecumenical movement strike the 
keynote of Prof. Bradshaw’s approach to the many 
problems raised in the current movements toward 
union of all the churches, problems that are ignored 
or considered insignificant by those who control the 
leadership of the movement. 


These problems can not be taken lightly. Accord- 
ing to Dr. Bradshaw, Professor of the Philosophy 
of Religion in Bangor Theological Seminary, “This 
whole book serves to disclose the differences between 
Christian unity and church union . . . It testifies 
to the belief that free churches, the very existence 
of which is now threatened, stand for values holding 
rightful priority over unity and union, this priority 
being inherent in essential Christianity and in vital 
Protestantism.” (p. 3). 


The main theme is expressed in the words of the 
Preface: “It seems obvious to some of these unifiers 
that ‘a divided Church can never help unify a divid- 
ed world.’ It seems equally obvious to me that separ- 
ate churches, prizing diversities as of the Holy 
Spirit, might truly help to unite the world in prizing 
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both that which makes us one and that wherein God 
has made us different. My mind cannot be coerced 
into identifying God with either set of actors.” (p. 
xi and xii). 


Dr. Bradshaw pulls no punches in putting his 
finger upon exactly where the whole movement is 
leading—into one super church, and he does not 
hesitate to point frankly to the erroneous if not dis- 
honest use of Scripture in the slogans of the move- 
ment. 


Dr. Bradshaw cites examples in the Congrega- 
tional churches, the Dutch Reformed, and the Epis- 
copal to show how local control of program and 
property can be lost as a result of unions with other 
bodies in which originally no more sovereignty has 
been given than we are now giving in our coopera- 
tion with the National Council of Churches. He 
concludes, ‘“Those who know the lengths to which 
ecclesiastics have historically gone to achieve their 
purposes will need to realize anew that seemingly 
solemn assurances, such as those now being given 
by the great Councils of the Churches, may have to 
be regarded as alluring ‘come-on’ talks to trap free 
churches.” (p. 18). 


All of us are now being asked to enter these union 
movements in behalf of a united Protestantism. Dr. 
Bradshaw reminds, “Students of the ecumenical 
movement have long recognized that its leaders are 
not truly concerned with retaining basic Protestant 
principles. Indeed, such ecumenists are constantly 
seizing upon Protestant Reformation Sunday, not 
for grateful remembrance of what the reforming 
fathers risked their lives for, but rather as one more 
important opportunity for proclaiming the ecu- 
menical gospel of unity.” (p. 134). 


Pointing out that Christian history began in the 
first century when private Hellenist Christians fled 
in every direction preaching the Gospel while the 
apostles and organized churches were reluctant to 
accept the new and adjust to the changing objectives 
of the Holy Spirit, Dr. Bradshaw also points out 
that “the true vitality of Christianity has often been 
in its vigorous offshoots. Plain schism more than 
once has been the source of religious health.” (p. 


74). 


Each chapter deals with some of the fallacies of 
the slogans and point of view of the union move- 
ment. Though Dr. Bradshaw writes as a liberal 
who is left of center his criticisms are true and 
penetrating and should be read by every conserva- 
tive who feels something that ought to be conserved 
is being lost in the modern ecumenical movement. 


In our own church we are now hearing about 
those who oppose Union as being “‘stiffnecked and 
uncircumcised of heart” and “since the Spirit is 
. leading the Assembly those who oppose are opposing 
the Holy Spirit.”” To these we answer in the words 
of Dr. Bradshaw: “It is difficult to understand the 
forcing of this intolerable option between being 
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true worshippers as that defined by Jesus, and join- 
ing with them as the ecumenical leaders define 
Christian worship. Were we subject Christians witl 
our beliefs held on order of ecclesiastical authority 
we could only wait meekly for official statements of 
what we should next believe. But if we are true 
Christians, with our beliefs and practises expressing 
the consent of free minds, then an honest answer is 
needed to this important question: when Jesus calls 
us to worship the Father, and assures us that the 
Father is greater than himself, why should we dis- 


regard our Lord and be ecumenical instead?” (p. 
196). 
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Stillman College, 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama. 


The Editor of the Southern Presbyterian Journal. 
Dear Sir: 


The nub of the union issue in our church is that 
sincere Christian men disagree as to what the will 
of God is, I cannot believe that the proponents of 
union are moved mainly by personal ambition, or 
a malicious desire to betray the church of their fath- 
ers, or mere muddle-headed foolishness. They believe 
union to be the will of God. Neither can I believe 
that the opponents of union are moved mainly by 
personal prejudice, or blind bigotry, or sheer ignor- 
ance. They believe that union is not the will of 
God. All of us who will think calmly know men on 
both sides who love the Lord, who are better Chris- 
tians than we are, and whose real concern in this 
issue is that God’s will may be done. 


Unfortunately, both groups of sincere men can- 
not be right. God’s will is either for union or 
against it. Somewhere in our church is a group of 
sincere men who have misunderstood the will of 
God. Now the only way the issue can ever be set- 
tled and settled right is for those who misunder- 
stand God's will to see their error and admit the 
other side is right. For Presbyterians, that would 
be a miracle of grace. And yet, apart from such a 
miracle, the church will be the loser, regardless of 
how the vote falls. 


The distressing thing is that almost nothing is 
being done to bring this miracle about. Where in 
our church is there a great league of prayer that 
God may clearly reveal His will to men of both 
sides? When, since the 1953 Assembly, have the 
thoughtful leaders of both parties knelt together 
and humbly implored God to show them who is 
wrong? How many of our people, in their closets, 
make this a matter of daily petition? 


If some such prayer as the following could be 
used by both sides, we might discover that the age 
of miracles has not yet ended: 
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O God, in whose will is our peace, | be- 
seech Thee to (advance/defeat) the union. 
This is my prayer because humbly, in the light 
of Thy Word and under the guidance of Thy 
Holy Spirit, I have become convinced that it 
is Thy will. I cannot remain neutral, and | 
must work on this side and undergird my work 
with my prayers. 


And yet, O Lord, I offer this prayer in fear 
and trembling, for I know that men who love 
Thee just as much as I do have seen Thy will 
to be the opposite. One party is wrong. If it is 
my opponents, O Lord, open their eyes and 
show them wherein they have failed to dis- 
cern Thy will. If it is 1, O Lord, open my eyes 
and give me the grace to admit my error. 


May it be their aim and my aim to speak 
the truth in love. Thus may Thy highest will 
for the church be done. Through Jesus Christ, 
who loved the church and gave Himself for it. 
Amen. 


—Albert Curry Winn. 





First PRESRYTERIAN CHURCH 
Waco, Texas 
THOS. B. GALLAHER, D.D., MINISTER 
September 9, 1954. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. 
Gentlemen: 
Will you please publish this letter as prominently 


as possible. We are anxious for obvious reasons, 
that this statement get as wide publicity as possible. 


Sincerely, 
T. K. Lagow, Clerk 
Of the Session. 
* * * © ® * 


September 9, 1954. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. 


Gentlemen: 


The Session of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Waco, Texas, wishes to disassociate this church 
completely from the so called, “Presbyterian Lay- 
men” organization, P. O. Box 404, Waco, Texas. 


The Session wishes to state that there is no con- 
nection whatsoever between this group and the First 
Presbyterian Church, Waco, Texas. 

This disavowal is not to be taken as indicating 
the position of the church on Union, either pro or 
con. 


Done in the regular meeting of the Session, Sep- 
tember 8th, 1954. 


Sincerely, 


T. K. Lagow, Clerk 
Of the Session. 
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ANGLERS 
(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 
Lesson No. 75 
“How Can I Learn To Believe?” 


This is a real and not an imaginary difficulty. 
Your prospect doesn’t even know how to reach first 
base, believing. As a fisherman, your “bait” is ut- 
terly unintelligible to him—therefore unattractive. 
He is a hungry “fish,” but he does not see that you 
have what it takes to satisfy him. He is like Naa- 
man, the leper, when the prophet told him to “go 
dip seven times in Jordan.”” Why dip in the muddy 
Jordan, when there were two beautiful rivers right 
near his home in Syria—much more attractive for 
dipping? Some people are like armored knights; 
they are so entrenched in their ego and their preju- 
dices that your best efforts fail to penetrate. 


How are you going to help this ignorant un- 
believer? He may be as cultured as a university pro- 
fessor, but he is in a fog and without a rudder. 


Well, first, by all means, pray. You have already 
prayed, but right at this juncture use your instan- 
taneous access to the Holy Spirit for the “Word of 
the moment.” You need not even shut your eyes— 
He is just that near and ready with power. If your 
prospect is seriously asking “How can I learn to 
believe?” that is encouraging because it indicates a 
probable desire. The Spirit might prompt you to use 
John 7:17—‘If any man wills to do His will he 
shall know of the doctrine . ” “To you really 
want to know what is God’s will in this matter, 
my brother?” Try to shift him out of high gear into 
low, where the starting is simple and logical (he 
is probably strong for logic). Suppose he is selling 
you a bill of goods and you give him your check in 
payment. If he trusts you he accepts the check, al- 
though it is not real money; even when he cashes 
the check at the bank he receives currency which is 
only a promise of the Government to pay, but he 
trusts Uncle Sam, too, and in the process the seller 
is paid. Now here is God Almighty, the Creator of 
the universe, offering you salvation through Jesus 
Christ His Son. All you have to do right now is, 
recognizing that you are a lost sinner needing a 
Saviour, to reach out your hand (your willingness) 
and accept Him, and He will teach you how to so 
definitely believe, so strongly to believe, so joyously 
to believe, that you will wonder how you could 
ever have doubted Him. No, my brother, God 
would never offer you a “rubber check.” You can 
bank on His Word. Just take this first step and 
ask Him to show you the way to the Bank where 
there are ample funds to fulfill the contract of 
knowing beyond all peradventure of a doubt. But 
the blessing begins immediately with the acceptance. 


ce 


. . aS many as received Him, to them gave He 
power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on His Name.” (John 1:12). 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR OCTOBER 10 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





God's Answer To Fob’s Perplexity 


Background Scripture: Job 38 - 42. 
Devotional Reading: John 14:1-11. 


Many of the questions and problems of life are answered, or partly answered, in the Old Testament, but 
a more complete and comforting answer is found in the New. For instance, Job asks the question, If a 
man die, shall he live again? He answers this partly, and rather vaguely, in Job 19:25, 26, when he says, 
“But as for me I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand upon the earth: And after my 
skin, even this body is destroyed, then without my flesh shall I see God.” (R. V.) The whole matter of 


the future life, and the resurrection, is more fully 
discussed in such passages as the Fifteenth Chapter 
of I Corinthians, or in the Gospel of John, or 
many other places. 


Our Devotional Reading ,(John 14:1-11) might 
be called, The Cure for Troubled Hearts. That 
Cure is FAITH; Ye believe in God, believe also in 
Me. The Father has many mansions, or guest 
rooms, I go to prepare a place for you; | will come 
again and receive you unto myself. I am the way, 
the truth, and the life. He that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father. Believe me that I am in the Father, 
and the Father in me. 


Job, in his perplexity, as he tries to solve the puz- 
zle of life, gropes in semi-darkness, complains and 
questions, seems to doubt at times, and then rises 
above his doubts, and exclaims, Though He slay 
me, yet will I trust Him, and I know my Vindi- 
cator liveth. In today’s lesson we have God’s reply 
to this perplexity of His servant. It is partly a re- 
buke to Job who has been self-righteous in his 
attitude, and also to his friends who have failed to 
find the right answer. We will review the Great 
Debate in order to understand the Answer of God. 


I. The Great Debate: 4 - 37. 


This consists of three Circles of speeches by Job 
and his three friends, as they discuss the whole mat- 
ter. The main contention of his three friends is 
that Job must be guilty of some great sin — per- 
haps a secret sin — or he would not suffer as he is 
suffering. Sin and suffering, in their philosophy of 
life, are closely connected; those who sin, suffer in 
body as a consequence of their sins. 


Job steadfastly maintains his innocence. He de- 
clares over and over again that he has lived a 
righteous life, and has been kind and generous in 
his dealings with his fellow-men. The friends are 
provoked with him, and use sharp language at 
times, and wax sarcastic. Job, on his part, complains 
bitterly and calls them miserable comforters. The 
debate, as is often the case with debates, convinces 
neither side, and settles nothing. So the three friends 
ceased to answer Job because he was righteous in 
his own eyes. 
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In chapters 32 to 37 we have the speeches of 
Elihu, who is a younger man, and for that reason 
has not taken part thus far in the debate. He had 
listened to the debate, and his wrath was kindled 
against Job because he justified himself rather than 
God, and also against his three friends, because 
they had found no answer, and yet had condemned 
Job. He tries to act as an impartial judge, a kind 
of referee in the dispute, but he, too, fails to find 
a complete and satisfactory answer to the problem. 


I wish to quote a paragraph from the New One 
Volume Commentary, published by Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Publishing Company, which is the best of 
these One Volume Commentaries, in my opinion: 
“Characteristics of the Elihu speeches are a pro- 
found atmosphere of reverence for God; a view of 
sin deeper than that which appears elsewhere in 
the speeches of the three friends; the appearance of 
God as a Teacher (35:11 and 36:22) intent on 
leading man through the discipline of suffering to 
a wiser way of life. Budde maintains that the su- 
preme function of the speeches is to expose Job’s 
most potentially dangerous characteristic—spiritual 
pride. (33:7, and R. V. of 36:9). The curative 
value of suffering has no doubt appeared in other 
speeches, but not with the same emphasis.” 


Let me give some of the verses in this debate to 
show the nature of the speeches. “Job’s Comfort- 
ers” has become a proverb illustrating the kind of 
“comfort” some people offer, hurting and confusing, 
instead of helping. In chapter 19 Job complains, 
“How long will ye vex my soul, and break me in 
pieces with words?” “Have pity upon me, have 
pity upon me, O ye my friends: for the hand of 
God hath touched me.” 


In his reply in chapter 20, Zophar the Naamathite 
insists “Knowest thou not this of old, since man 
was placed upon the earth, that the triumphing of 
the wicked is short, and the joy of the hypocrite 
but for a moment”? He goes on to describe the 
downfall of the wicked, and concludes thus, “This 
is the portion of the wicked men from God, and 
the heritage appointed him from God.” 
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Job answers that the wicked often prosper and 
live at ease: “Wherefore do-the wicked live, be- 
come old, yea, are mighty in power - - Their houses 
re safe from fear, neither is the rod of God upon 
them. Even when they scoff at God, and say, What 
s the Almighty, that we should serve Him?” It 
looks as though there was no difference in the treat- 
ment of good and bad, “One dieth in full strength, 
ind another dieth in the bitterness of his soul. They 
lie down alike in the dust, and the worms shall 
cover them.” 


In chapter 22 Eliphaz waxes sarcastic as he replies 
to Job: “Is it any pleasure to the Almighty, that 
thou art righteous? or is it gain to Him, that thou 
makest thy way perfect? Then he accuses Job of 
mistreating the poor, and being unkind to those 
who needed help, “Thou hast not given water to the 
weary to drink, and thou hast withholden bread 
from the hungry - - - Thou hast sent widows away 
empty, and the arms of the fatherless have been 
broken.” He seems to accuse Job of trying to hide 
his sins from God, and tells him to “Acquaint now 
thyself with Him, and be at peace.” 


(See chapter 31 for Job’s eloquent vindication of 
his righteous conduct toward his fellow-men: “If 
I have withheld the poor from his desire, or have 
caused the eyes of the widow to fail, Or have eaten 
my morsel myself alone, and the fatherless hath not 
eaten thereof’’ etc.) 


In chapter 23 Job in his misery and perplexity 
cries out, “Oh that I knew where I might find 
Him, that I might come even to his seat - - - Be- 
hold, I go forward, but he is not there; and back- 
ward, but I cannot perceive him; On the left hand, 
where he doth work, but I cannot behold him: he 
hideth himself on the right hand, that I cannot see 
him.” Then there comes one of the bright spots 
where faith asserts itself, and he exclaims, “But 
he knoweth the way that I take; when he hath tried 
me, I shall come forth as gold.” 





Our lesson is indeed a Struggle to understand 
Life. There is much that is mysterious and perplex- 
ing. Job gropes in the dark at times; then he catches 
a glimpse of hope and understanding. The Debate, 
as well as the speeches of Elihu, leave the funda- 
mental question, Why does a Just God afflict the 
righteous? largely unanswered. The answer of God 
follows. 


III. Jehovah's Address to Job: 38 - 41. 

This is largely in the form of a series of questions 
which show the infinite power and wisdom of God, 
and the weakness and ignorance of men. In the 
midst of all the wonders of the created universe the 
finite mind of man can grasp and understand so 
little. This is even more true today as we have dis- 
covered more of the marvels of the world in which 
we live, and the skies above us. We must be content 
to trust God even when we cannot understand all 
that He does. 


IV. The Effect Upon Job: 
40 :3-5, and 42:1-6. 

This is in two parts: “Then Job answered the 
Lord, and said, ‘Behold I am vile (of small ac- 
count): What shall I answer Thee? I will lay my 
hand upon my mouth. Once have | spoken: but I 
will not answer: yea, twice: but I will proceed 
no further’.” Again in chapter 42: “I have heard 
thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye 
seeth thee. Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent 
in dust and ashes.” When man sees God this is 
always the reaction. (Compare Isaiah’s vision of 
God in the Temple). 

V. The Conclusion of the Book: 
42:7-17. 

God was displeased with the three friends of 
Job. They had not spoken the things that were 
right. He commands them to take bullocks and go 
to Job and offer them as a burnt offering: “And my 
servant Job shall pray for you: for him will I 
accept.” Read the conclusion of the Book and see 
the latter end of Job. 
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“What Does My Church Have A Right 
Lo Expect Of Ale” 


DEVOTIONAL: 


Hymn: “Now The Day Is Over” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Ephesians 5:1-10 

Hymn: “Lord, Speak To Me, That I May 
Speak” 

Offering 

Hymn: “O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee’ 


SEPTEMBER 29. 





1954 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


The Bible tells us that Christ is the head of the 
church and that the church is His Body. Individual 
Christians are spoken of as members of the body of 
Christ. Sometimes church members seem to think 
that the church exists solely for their benefit. It is 
true that the church does benefit its members, but 
when we remember the figure of the church as the 
Body of Christ, we must realize that the members 
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also have a responsibility to the church and to its 
head. In this light, our topic for this program is 
certainly a good one. Just what does the church 
have a right to expect of its members? The least 
we can say is that the church has a right to expect 
us to keep our promises, and these are the promises 
we made when we became members of the church. 
(Read the five questions addressed to candidates for 
church membership in chapter XI of the Directory 
for Worship in the Book of Church Order.) Our 
speakers will discuss the practical meaning of these 
promises which all of us, as church members, have 
made, 


First Speaker: 

The church has a right to expect us to be believ- 
ers. Uniting with the church is not like joining a 
social or fraternal club. Membership in the body 
of Christ requires conviction and commitment. We 
must recognize and confess our own sinfulness and 
our need of salvation. We must believe in Christ 
as the Son of God and Saviour of sinners, and we 
must make a public profession of our faith. Our 
belief should not be a mere acceptance of these 
truths alone, it must mean that we trust our own 
lives and souls to Christ for salvation. Belief is the 
primary requirement for church membership. If we 
are not believers, we have no place in the body of 
Christ as its members. A church member is one 
who is a new creature. To become a new creature it 
is necessary to be spiritually united to Christ, and 
to be united to Christ it is necessary to believe in 
Him as Saviour. 


Second Speaker: 

The second thing which the church has a right 
to expect of us and which we have promised to do 
is to live in a way which is becoming to the follow- 
ers of Christ. It has been said that the church’s 
worst enemies on earth are its members who do not 
live as Christians should. Paul besought the Ephe- 
sian Christians to “walk worthily of their calling.” 
We are called into fellowship with Christ as mem- 
bers of His body, and we ought to walk worthily of 
our calling. When a person joins the church, he 
takes the name of Christ on himself because he be- 
comes known then as a Christian. To carry the name 
of Christ is a great responsibility, and we ought to 
seek the help of the Holy Spirit to make each act 
of our lives bring honor to Him whose name we 
bear. This gives us a real motive and goal for liv- 
ing the good life. 


Third Speaker: 

The church has a right to expect our support 
because we promised to give it on the day we en- 
tered into its ‘membership. The strength of the 
church is not increased very much by its “spectator 
members,” those who merely observe what the other 
members of the church are doing, those who get out 
of the church what they can without putting any- 
thing in. There are so many ways of supporting 
the church that we cannot possibly mention them 
all. These are some of the most common and most 
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important ways of serving the church: praying fo 
it, faithfully attending its services, making financia 
contributions to its program, saying a good word fo 
the church at every opportunity, helping with th 
teaching work of the church, helping with the mu 
sic, or doing any job that the church needs to have 
done. Any church member who is intent on keeping 
his promise to support the church will be able t 
find numerous avenues of service. 


Fourth Speaker: 


When we united with the church we promised t 
be submissive to its government and discipline 
Surely the church has a right to expect us to keep 
this promise. Being submissive to the government 
of the church involves knowing how the church is 
governed. When we know how our church is run, 
we are obligated to work in the church in accord- 
ance with its established patterns and ways. Our 
church never seeks to bind the consciences of its 
members, but when we submit ourselves to its 
discipline we agree to live in general conformity to 
the accepted practices and beliefs of the church. 
Harmony within the church demands both govern- 
ment and discipline, and any members who find 
themselves in marked disagreement with the doc- 
trine or government of the church should either 
change their own views or else remove themselves 
from the church. 


Women’s Work 


Vontreat Women’s Training 
School, 1954 








I looked unto the hills, and I saw — 

Busy women coming from every section of the 
General Assembly in answer to the call “Come Ye 
Apart,” coming to refresh mind and soul and to 
study women’s responsibility in the program of our 
Church. On the faces were ‘expressions of anticipa- 
tion, expectation, and perhaps for the “first timers” 
a little awe and wonder. Awe, at the beauty of 
God’s handiwork, and wonder at the magnitude of 
the inner workings of a great Church. 


I saw, and gave a prayer of Thanksgiving for 
the improvements in evidence on all sides; the com- 
pleted Historical Foundation, the new Bookstore, 
improvements in the World Mission Building and 
the Lakeside Building, the beautiful new Litera- 
ture Room and the many newly paved walks which 
made walking easier. 


I saw the patience, eagerness and cheerfulness of 
Dr. McGregor and all those who served to make 
our stay pleasant and comfortable. No effort was 
spared in their desire to please. The members of the 
Board of Women’s Work, the Staff, and the Fac- 
ulty were always generous and gracious in answer- 
ing endless questions, in counseling, and just visit- 
ing, when time permitted. 
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The warmth of Christian Fellowship was felt 
as we saw friendships renewed and new ones being 
formed. The fun and recreation of the Receptions 
nd the Synodical Parties was refreshing to weary 
minds and bodies. Many ideas were shared, ques- 
tions were answered, problems solved as women 
walked together, stopped to chat, yes, even as they 
stood in the ever present lines. 


I saw women steal away from the busy crowds 
to the Prayer Room or some other secluded beauty 
spot for a moment of quiet communion with God. 


I listened, and I heard — 


The clear tones of the early morning chimes call- 
ing every one to “Personal Meditations,” in the 
place of her choice, to strengthen her for the ac- 
tivities of the day 


The messages from God’s Word, given in the 
Bible Hour, drew all together for a period of soul 
enrichment, self examination and challenging before 
dividing into various classes, where, under the 
leadership of the most capable, consecrated men and 
women, we studied how to better fulfill “Our ‘Task 
— One World in Christ.” — 


It was inspiring to hear the sincere testimony of 
radiant, dedicated youth as they told why they 
must “Go unto the uttermost parts of the world” 
to witness for Jesus Christ — 


One was thrilled as Christ’s messengers from other 
lands gave a glimpse of the “Response of Women” 
in their lands, to “Our Task — ” 


Sometimes we were told discouraging and start- 
ling facts which were not good to hear but which 
served to awaken us to our responsibilities as 
Women of the Church — 


Announcements of plans for future studies and 
actions were received with a contagious enthusiasm 
that was exciting and encouraging — 


I was still and I felt the presence of God as over 
eleven hundred women gathered around star lighted 
Lake Susan, holding high lighted candles, symbolic 
of the inner light that comes from a renewed con- 
secration to Christ, and with heads and _ hearts 
bowed, rededicated their lives to Jesus Christ and 
the work of His Kingdom — 


The closing message by the moderator of the 
General Assembly was dynamic in its challenge — 
“What is that in thine hand? Is it much or little? 
What will you do with it?” 


Again, I looked and saw those same women ex- 
amine the opportunities for service within their 
hands and with determination rise up answering, 
“Lord — We have a Task. We dare undertake it. 


Use even us.” 


I was glad when they said, “Let us go to Mon- 
treat.” It was truly good to have been there in 1954. 


—(Mrs. J. R.) Lois Sheppard. 
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Whole Family Converted 
To Christ Through Tract 


Three years ago, after the American Tract So- 
ciety had established their small printing press in 
Japan to print tracts directly on the field for that 
needy country, a teen-age girl wrote: “Small piece 
of paper can lead to God. I was unknown girl, but 
when I heard preach I became to know more better 
about the Lord and I cried for His generosity and 
His eternal love. | was saved completely. You made 
me to say Galatians 2:20 that my faith becomes 
more clear. I can’t forget this all my life. I am 
crucified with Christ. I give message life to my 
village people. I pray, all become Christians.” 


A letter received from our representative in Japan 
a few weeks ago was full of rejoicing at God’s 
faithfulness and grace. He said: “You remember 
the girl who said, ‘Small piece of paper can lead to 
God?’ She is at Bible School now and last month 
her father wrote that he wanted to come see me. 
The man had no peace until he confessed his sin 
in my office, after hearing a converted Shinto priest 
give his testimony. He asked us to come to his home 
with him (ten miles down the mountain) to help 
him burn his idols. We went the next day, and 
found that he was the head of his village, and the 
local Shinto priest as well! He was highly respected 
and now when the people ask him why he has taken 
down his gods he testifies to them concerning salva- 
tion in the Lord Jesus Christ. His wife and a grand- 
mother in the home have been saved, too.” 


With encouragement such as this, the AMERICAN 
Tract Society, 21 West 46th Street, New York 
36, N. Y., continues to press forward, turning out 
millions of tracts which have gone far in evangeliz- 
ing the world. Several new titles have recently been 
issued, all attractively illustrated in an effort to 
catch the eye of the unbeliever. 


In THe $64 Question Dr. V. Raymond Ed- 
man says, “On the $64 Question you either take all 
or lose all! What is your answer to this question? 
When you have the right answer you have every- 
thing. If not, you lose everything.” A six-page tract, 
intellectually written and planned, it is particularly 
appropriate for high school and college students 
since its author is a college President. 
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Tom Watson, Jr., well-known missionary to 
Japan, was racing toward Tokyo from the moun- 
tain village of Karuizawa when he engaged in con- 
versation with one of the passengers on the crowded 
third-class coach. The result of that witness is con- 
tained in an extremely well-illustrated tract, Nor 
RELIGION, based on the theme that salvation is not 
in theology, religious ceremony, or the organized 
church, but in Jesus Christ alone. 


Stephen E. Slocum, Ph.D., author of several 
ATS tracts, has penned a gospel leaflet entitled 
Tue Great Diving, in which he compares a “Great 
Divide” in the Canadian Rockies with the Great 
Divide of Calvary, on which Christ bridged the 
gap between God and man, providing salvation 
through His atonement. 


You Have To Live WitH YowrsELF is a 
leaflet that can be read hurriedly, yet which has 
considerable punch. We have to live with ourselves 
not only while here on earth, but also throughout 
eternity, as the author, Nathanael Olson points out. 
It is only the “born-again” Christian who has the 
joy and peace in his heart which affords him hope 
beyond the grave. 


Although it may seem a bit premature, the months 
slip by so quickly that THANKSGIVING will soon 
be here. Edwin Raymond Anderson has written a 
thought-provoking pamphlet on the subject, giving 
a brief resume of the background of Thanksgiving 
Day, carrying on with the exhortation for Chris- 
tians and non-Christians to offer themselves to God 
as their only reasonable service to Him “who gave 
Himself a ransom for many.” 


Sample copies of the titles mentioned above will 
be sent without cost by writing to the Society re- 
questing them. 





A Thrilling Chapter 
In A Translation Crusade 
A Bible in every man’s tongue. 


This goal, designed to give each man on earth 
a Bible which he can read in his native language, is 
so rapidly nearing its objective it is difficult to 
realize that most of the progress in translations has 
been made in comparatively recent years. 


Today, the Bible — or at least one Book — has 
been translated and published into 1,077 languages 
and dialects. This includes 200 whole Bible trans- 
lations, 257 complete Testament translations, and 


620 whole Books of the Bible. 


Despite these truly amazing strides, there is still 
a long way to go for at least another 1,000 lan- 
guages await translations. 


Five hundred years ago when Gutenberg com- 
pleted the first printing of the Bible from movable 
type, only 33 translations existed. The invention of 
modern printing greatly stimulated the translators, 
yet in 1804, three and a half centuries, only 71 
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languages and dialects had seen some printed por- 
tion of the Bible. 


In that year was founded the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, first of the great national Bible So- 
cieties. Within a dozen years thereafter, the Ameri- 
can Bible Society was organized on this side of the 
Atlantic, and quickly the number of translations 
spiraled upward. The pace has been picking up 
steadily. 


Translators have worked among people who have 
been touched by civilization as well as in strange 
lands, among folk entirely illiterate, among people 
whose language has never been reduced to written 
form. The translator has been described as phone- 
tician, lexicographer, grammarian, teacher and min- 
ister, all in one. In some remote places the natives 
have called them ‘“white-men-who-carry-a-book- 
who-pester-us-with-questions.” 


Often it takes translators years to master a single 
language. Endless hours are spent listening to, and 
translating folk tales and conversations. Many of 
the languages with which they have worked are 
complicated beyond belief. For example, in the 
Quechua language, spoken by Indians in the Andes, 
“ca” means grindstone, “c’a’” means better, “ka” 
means if, “k’a” means boy. All sound alike, even 
look alike, yet all have entirely different meanings. 


In the Nupe tongue, spoken in Nigeria, there are 
100 different words for greatness, and 60 words 
which mean long. In the Bulu language, spoken in 
the Cameroons, there is no word for trust or holy, 
but there are ten words for different kinds of seeing. 
In the Ponape tongue, in Oceania, there is no word 
for father, but many ways of saying brother. 


Since mistakes inevitably occur, due to a trans- 
lator’s misunderstanding of idioms, sounds or gram- 
mar, first translations occasionally have meanings 
which were not intended. The Bible Societies there- 
fore issue tentative editions. One translator, work- 
ing on an Eskimo dialect, found he had rendered 
“nation shall rise up against nation” by “a pair of 
snowshoes shall rise up against a pair of snow- 
shoes.”” The difference was a single letter in a 17- 
letter word. In a Solomon Island translation the 
phrase, “The wild asses quench their thirst” was 
later found to mean, “the cannibal pigs drink water 
to stop hiccoughs.”’ 


Among many people in India the conception arose 
that God was a bluish Being because the first word 
of the phrase, “heavenly Father” was taken to 
mean, “having the color of the sky.” 


One group of Indians in Latin America held a 
disdainful opinion of Paul because they read in one 
of the tentative translations that the Apostle talked 
of “leading a wife around like an ox.” The trans- 
lator had overlooked the right word “to lead around 
like an unruly animal.” 


Today’s needs are probably more urgent than 
ever before in history. Millions of people in the 
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Far East, the Middle East, Latin America, are 
eagerly awaiting shipments of Bibles. Even in the 
United States, tens of thousands of people are with- 
out Bibles, all over Europe Bibles are as eagerly 
sought as food and shelter. 


To help meet these needs, the United Bible So- 
cieties are now engaged in a two-fold project. It is 
150 years since the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety was launched, and the Jubilee is being cele- 
brated throughout the world. 


As part of the far-flung celebration, the United 
Bible Societies have united in sponsorship of a 
“World Good Will Book,” which will be a com- 
pilation of signatures of people who have made a 
contribution of a single dollar or more to a special 
fund to make Scriptures available wherever wanted, 
wherever needed, throughout the world. 


Each national society will collect its own signa- 
tures. The pages will be sent to the United States 
for binding when the campaign has been completed. 
Thereafter the “World Good Will Book” will be 
displayed in principal cities throughout the world, 
and then lent for one year to each of the participat- 
ing Societies. 


The goal which the United Bible Societies have 
set for themselves is an increase in distribution from 
20 million volumes annually—their present distri- 
bution—to 25 million in 1954 and to 50 million 
Bibles annually by 1960. Of the 25,000,000 volumes 
of Scriptures which the United Bible Societies plan 
to distribute during 1954, the American Bible So- 
ciety hopes to distribute 13,000,000. 


To help achieve this record-shattering goal, the 
American Bible Society has adopted the largest bud- 
get in its 138-year old history. The ABS budget 
will exceed $4,000,000 for the first time. 


The success of the program depends in great 
measure on voluntary donations from the public 
which are being sought through the “World Good 
Will Book.” 


“By signing their names in the pages of this book, 
people will be giving testimony to their love for 
the Bible, their faith in its teachings and their de- 
sire to share the Bible with others,” said the Rev. 
Robert T. Taylor, general secretary of the Ameri- 
can Bible Society. He has described the “World 
Good Will Book” as “one of the greatest mass state- 
ments of faith in human history.” 


Leading citizens in each nation have been ap- 
pointed to sponsoring committees to serve the cam- 
paign of the “World Good Will Book.” Sponsors 
in the United States include such outstanding citi- 
zens as General James A. Van Fleet, Adm. Chester 
W. Nimitz, Charles P. Taft, Edward V. Ricken- 
backer, Alf M. Landon, Judge Luther W. Young- 
dahl, Judge Florence E. Allen, Faith Baldwin, 
Dale Evans, James C. Penney, Roy Rogers, J. 
Howard Pew, Lowell Thomas, and Igor I. 
Sikorsky. 


—From American Bible Society, 
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Garrison Accepts Call To 


Winston-Salem Presbytery 


Atlanta, Ga., Sept. 10O—(PN)—The Rev. P. J. 
Garrison, Jr., assistant stated clerk and assistant 
treasurer of the General Assembly, has accepted a 
call to become secretary of church extension for 
Winston-Salem Presbytery. Mr. Garrison’s resig- 
nation from the Office of the General Assembly will 
be effective October 15. 


Mr. Garrisan will have his offices in Winston- 
Salem, N. C., and will begin work there immedi- 
ately after the effective date of his resignation. He 
has been assistant stated clerk for six years, having 
served since August, 1948. During this period, at 
the direction of the General Assembly, he wrote 
and published “Presbyterian Policy and Proced- 
ures,” a study of the Government of the Presby- 
terian Church,’ U. S. It provides authoritative an- 
swers to questions concerning opinions and deliver- 
ances of the General Assembly, and covers all 
spheres of jurisdiction of each of the courts of the 
Church. 


A graduate of Davidson College and Louisville 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary, the Rev. Mr. 
Garrison has been serving as stated supply for Kirk- 
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wood Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, having been 
appointed to that position by Atlanta Presbyter 
after internal difficulties had beset the church. Un- 
der his leadership since September of 1952, the 
Kirkwood Church has been revitalized, and Sep 
tember 19 will move into a new $120,000 educa 
tion building in a new location. 


Mr. Garrison has also served, during his work 
with the Office of the General Assembly, as tempo 
rary supply of Ennis, Texas, First Church (wher 
the General Assembly Office was in Dallas), and 
the Smyrna, Lithonia, and Monroe First Churches 
Before coming into the work from which he is now 
resigning, Mr. Garrison served churches in Eliza- 
ville, Argo, Phelps, Shepherdsville and Munford- 
ville, Ky. He was pastor of the Geo. W. Lee Me- 
morial Church in Winston-Salem from 1940-45, 
and superintendent of home missions for Holston 
Presbytery in Tennessee. In 1947 he organized and 
was first pastor of the Memorial Church, Eliza- 
bethton, Tenn. He was also stated clerk and treasu- 
rer of Ebenezer Presbytery, Louisville Presbytery, 
and Winston-Salem Presbytery during a portion of 
the time he was working in each of these. 


And Still They Come , 
First Church. Columbia. S. C. 


Votes Against Union 


Congaree Presbytery 43 to 5 Against 


Columbia, $. C_—The First Presbyterian Church 
of Columbia had a Congregational meeting on the 
evening of Sept. 10th to discuss the question of 
Union. In conformity with the wishes of the Gen- 
eral Assembly both sides of the question were dis- 
cussed and following the “debate” a vote was taken, 
this resulting 126 against Union and 31 in favor of 
Union. The meeting was attended by approximately 
300 persons, all adults, a few visitors. Some, it 
proves, did not vote. ‘ 

The speakers on the subject were Col. Francis 
Pickens Miller of Charlottesville, Virginia, speak- 
ing for Union, and Paul D. Hastings of Reidsville, 
North Carolina, speaking against Union. 


The motion against Union was presented by 
Charles B. Elliott, an elder of the church, a promi- 
nent Columbia attorney. This resolutijon also in- 
cluded that a copy of it be sent to Congaree Pres- 
bytery, with the request that the Presbytery “reject 
the plan of Union.” This Congaree did four days 
later, by a vote of 43 to 5. 





And Still They Come... 
First Church of Macon, Ga., 
Takes Definite Action 
WHEREAS, the General Assembly of the Pres- 


byterian Church U. S. at its regular meeting, in 
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1954, tentatively approved the plan of organic union 
between the Presbyterian Church U. S. A., the 


1- Presbyterian Church U. S., and the United Pres- 
le byterian Church, under a proposed plan of organic 
D union between said three churches; 

a 


AND, WHEREAS, the approval of the pro- 


posed plan of union, by three-fourths of the Presby- 


I teries of the Southern Presbyterian Church is re- 
quired by the plan of union, to make it effective; 

I 

d AND, WHEREAS, it is the prayerfully con- 
. sidered opinion of the Session of the First Presby- 
A terian Church of Macon, in regular meeting as- 


sembled, on Monday, September 6th, 1954, that the 
proposed organic union between said three churches, 


" would be detrimental to the best interests and con- 
: tinued usefulness of the First Presbyterian Church 
. of Macon, and to the effective witness of the Pres 
d byterian Church as a whole: 

i AND, WHEREAS, it is the opinion of this 
|- 


Session that the progress of our Lord’s work in our 
beloved Southern Church is being seriously hinder- 
ed by the continued agitation of the question of 
union and the division of opinion it is creating 
among our people; 


THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Session of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Macon, that we 
respectfully request the Augusta-Macon Presbytery 
to make final disposition (so far as in it lies) of 
the proposed union, at the October, 1954, meeting 
of the Augusta-Macon Presbytery; so that this ob- 
h stacle to the orderly program of our Presbytery 





may be removed, at the earliest possible time, and 
the work of our Lord may proceed in our Presby 
- |} tery, unhindered by this distracting controversy. 


; Report On Meeting Of 
y . . 
, Winston-Salem Presbytery 


} The Presbytery of Winston-Salem convened for 

its seventy-second Stated Meeting at the First Pres- 
. byterian Church, Lexington, N. C., September 14, 
1954 at 10:00 A. M., with 25 ministers and 19 
Ruling Elders in attendance. The opening devotion- 
al service was conducted by the Rev. Paul Richards. 
Presbytery was called to order by the retiring Mod- 
4 erator, the Rev. James B. MacLeod, and constituted 
with prayer. 





t The Presbytery was privileged to inspect the new 
s and very beautiful Educational Building of the 
First Church. The Host Pastor, the Rev. J. R. 
McAlpine, III and his officers and ladies enter- 
' tained the Presbytery in a most gracious way. 


The Rev. Paul Richards of Mocksvil'e was elect- 
Bcd Moderator. 
The outstanding address of the meeting was 


. made by Dr. Roger P. McCutchen, head of the 


Commission making a survey of the educational 
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institutions of the Presbyterian Church in the State 
of North Carolina. Dr. McCutchen spoke on the 


manner and progress of the survey. 


The Communion Service was conducted by the 
Revs. George Staples and W. R. Smith, Jr., the 
sermon being preached by the retiring Moderator, 


the Rev. James B. MacLeod. 


The following matters of interest came before 
the Presbytery: 


The Stewardship Committee of the Council pre- 
sented the budget for Benevolences for 1955 and the 
apportionments to the local churches. This budget 
is a 10% increase over the budget of this vear: 
the budget was adopted. 


Mr. Robt. N. Marshall, Chairman of Commit- 
tee on World Missions announced plans for holding 
four regional mission schools in the Presbytery this 


fall. 


Mr. Ben Thompson, President of the Men of the 
Presbytery announced the annual Men’s Rally for 
the Presbytery to be held in Winston-Salem Sep- 
tember 30 with Mr. “Jap” Patterson as the Guest 
Speaker. 


In compliance with the request of the General 
Assembly a committee of five—two ministers and 
three Ruling Elders—was appointed to study the 
Plan of Union and bring in a report at the Ad- 
journed Meeting of Presbytery in January. 


The Committee on Church Extension announced 
that the Rev. P. J. Garrison, Jr., of the Assembly’s 
oftice in Atlanta, had accepted the call to become 
Executive Secretary of the Presbytery and would 
enter upon his duties the middle of October. 


The next regular meeting of the Presbytery will 
be an Adjourned Meeting to be held January 25, 
the place to be announced later. 


—J. Harry Whitmore, Stated Clerk. 





Five New Deacons 


Summerville, Ga. — Last Sunday, September 7, 
five men were elected to the Diaconate of the Sum- 
merville Presbyterian Church. They were Frank 
Agnew, Stuart Marks, William B. Martin, Row- 
land Ransom and Ancil Whitlow. Ordination and 
installation will take place at the morning service 
on October 3rd. 





On the first Sunday in October this church will 
observe Home Coming Day with services at 11:00 
A.M. and following “dinner on the ground.” A 
second service will be held in the afternoon. 


Rev. Robert C. Pooley, recently Secretary of 
Home Missions in North Alabama Presbytery, is 
now pastor here and with his family, Mrs. Pooley 
and children, Donnie, Nancy and Kathy, are occu- 
pying the beautiful new manse. 
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ARE WE READY To LAQUIDATE 


AT) \ ] ' ] ° 
The SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH? 
NO! 
The Following Literature On This Subject Is Available: 
“An Analysis Of The Proposed Plan Of Union.” By Randolph B. Lee. |5c per 
$1.90 per hundred. 

“A Layman’s Views On The Merger.” By Kenneth S. Keyes. $5.00 per hundred. 
“Is Organic Union Of The ere Churches To Be Desired?” 


r 


Crowe, D.D. 15c per dozen, or $1.00 per hundred. 


“Some Logical Rensens For a The Proposed Union.” By L. Nelson Bell, M. D., 


By Rev. William 


F. A. C. S. 15c per dozen, « 1.00 per hundred. 

“Can Two Walk Duether icin ioe Are Agreed.” By G. Aiken Taylor, Ph. D. 15c per 
dozen, or $1.00 per hundred. 

“Shall We t Unite With The Northern Presbyterian Church?” By Chalmers W. Alexande 
lSc each, or $10.00 per 100 postpaid. 

“The Church Union Issue.” By William C. Robinson, Th.D. 15c per $1.00 pe 
hundred. 

“Some Of The Reasons Why.” 5c each, or $4.00 per hundred. 

“The Proposed Union Is Only A Step - Not The Goal.” By Pai stings. e 
dozen, or $1.00 per hundred. 

“Why I Favor Preserving The Southern Church.” By W. H. Frazer, D.D >r dozen, or 


$1.06 per hundred. 


“A Comparative Study Of ae: Mission Advance In The Northern And Southern 
Churches.” By Rev. William Crowe, D.D. | 


7 


per dozen, or $1.00 per hundred 
“Dr. Anderson Please Explain.” By Chalmers W. Alexander. 15c per dozen, or $1.00 per 
hundred. 
“An Open Letter.” By L. Nelson Bell. 15c per dozen, or $1.00 per hundred. 


“The Plan Of Union Lacks Those Sites — Have Evidenced God’ 5 Presence With 


And Favor Upon Our Church.” By Wil C. Robinson, D.D. 15c per de r $1.00 
per hnunared. 
“The Auburn antes By Gordon H. Clark. 15c per dozen, or $1.00 per hundred 


SEND l5c IN STAMPS FOR SAMPLE PACKET CONTAINING 
ONE EACH OF ALL THE ABOVE 





THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
PRESERVATION AND 
CONTINUATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 








H. B. Dendy. Secy. 














Weaverville. N. C. 
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